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Two Nights in Galway

DAY ONE Depart for Galway, stopping en route at 
Clonmacnoise, an early Christian site founded by St. Ciarán 
in the mid-6th century on the eastern bank of the River 
Shannon. After, transfer to Galway and check in to your 
hotel. An arrival dinner will be served.

DAY TWO Following breakfast, depart for the Cliffs of 
Moher. Drive through the beautiful Burren Region, and 
arrive at the Cliffs of Moher to see one of the most 
impressive views in Ireland. Return to Galway, and stop 
along the way at Rathbaun Farm where you will be 
enchanted with its thatched cottage home, turf fire, stone 
walls, and an array of animals. Arrive in Galway and 
perform an evening concert. A festive farewell dinner 
will be arranged.

The Dublin International Choral Festival is partnered with MusicTown. MusicTown is a celebration of 
all types of music created and enjoyed throughout the city. The festival strives to encourage all Dubliners to 
experience new genres of music, or to journey deeper into learning about their preferred music of choice. 
MusicTown breaks down barriers so that all genres and audiences are equal in this shared experience. It 
aims to develop a greater appreciation and understanding of Dublin's music makers — from composers to 
lyricists, singers, musicians, and producers. MusicTown celebrates the best, the next, and the unexpected. 

MusicTown is excited to partner on this choral festival, to share their talented educators with 
guest choirs, and to facilitate musical exchange between Irish and foreign choirs. 

• Episcopal Chorale Society,  Los Angeles, CA
• Choirfire, Morrison, CO
• Guilford High School Voices, Guilford, CT
• Huron High School Bel Canto Choir, Ann Arbor, MI
• Valdez High School Choir, Valdez, AK
• First Congregational Church of Westfield Chancel
   Choir,  Westfield, NJ
• Pascack Valley High School Chamber Choir, Hillsdale, NJ
• Shoreline Chorus, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada
• Visionaries Choir, Ireland
• People’s College Choir, Ireland
• The Ranelagh Singers, Ireland
• Cór Fingal, Ireland
• Siamsa Tíre National Folk Theatre Choir, Ireland
• An Cór Choir Perrystown, Ireland
• Sligo Orpheus Choir, Ireland
• Ardú, Ireland
• Fingal Youth Choir, Ireland
• Rockmount Choir., Ireland

SELECTION OF PREVIOUS PARTICIPATING CHOIRS

7 T H  A N N U A L

FESTIVAL EXTENSIONS A two-night extension to Galway or Killarney & Limerick will add an exciting element to                                                    
an already wonderful stay in Dublin

Two Nights in Killarney & Limerick

DAY ONE Depart for Killarney, stopping en route at Blarney 
Castle, one of Ireland’s oldest and most historic fortresses. Explore 
the castle’s spectacular grounds and kiss the famed Blarney Stone. 
After free time to shop for traditional Irish goods at Blarney 
Woolen Mills, continue to Killarney. An arrival dinner will be 
served in the hotel dining room.

DAY TWO  Following breakfast, enjoy a jaunting car ride 
through the stunning natural beauty of Killarney National Park. 
Next, take in the gorgeous coastal scenery of the Dingle 
Peninsula.Tonight, arrive in Limerick. Enjoy a festive farewell 
dinner including live music and entertainment at Bunratty 
Castle. 

or

Perform in some of Dublin's most historic and beautiful 
venues. Meet musicians from around the world and 
share your music together. Come and see for yourself 
why Ireland is known as one of the friendliest places 
on Earth!

The majestic St. Patrick's Cathedral, both the largest and 
tallest church in all of Ireland, is a fitting backdrop for an 
unforgettable musical experience at the Dublin International 
Choral Festival. Share your voices with choirs from Ireland; 
sing your own repertoire for each other, and join together to 
dazzle a local audience with Händel's Messiah. Urban and 
rural Ireland alike are steeped in history; you will tread in the 
footsteps of past generations as you admire the Book of Kells 
at Dublin's Trinity College and explore the walking trails in 
the monastic settlement of Glendalough. As you sing and 
take in the sights, you are sure to note the warmth and joy 
of the Irish people. Fáilte!

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral - MARCH 19-23rd 2020,



COMPLIMENTARY DIRECTOR’S ORIENTATION PROGRAM                                     
October 3-7, 2019 (departing North America on October 2rd)

View the venues, visit the hotels, see the sights and meet other directors. Includes 
complimentary air travel from New York, double occupancy accommodations, and most 
meals. The weekend is an exciting opportunity to preview the components of the festival.

THURSDAY, MARCH 19     Welcome to Dublin, Ireland

Morning arrival in Dublin, Ireland. Upon arrival in Dublin, your Music Contact International tour manager will 
greet your choir at the airport.  

Embark on a guided tour of Dublin’s city center with a friendly local guide. Travel along the north and south sides 
of the River Liffey to see such sights as the General Post Office, O’Connell Street, the Customs House, and vast 
Georgian squares like Merrion Square.  

Visit Trinity College, the oldest and most prestigious university in Ireland, founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth I. 
See the college’s most prized possession, the world famous Book of Kells. Dating from around 800 AD, it is one of 
the oldest books in the world. 

Later, transfer to Dublin City Hall for the welcome reception of the Dublin International Choral Festival. Enjoy 
listening to a performance by an Irish choir followed by time to mingle and exchange with other participating ensembles. 

A welcome dinner is planned for your choir at the hotel this evening. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18    Depart North America

Depart North America this evening on an overnight flight to 
Dublin. Dinner and snacks will be served on your flight. 

NEW FRIENDS

POWERSCOURT GARDENS

TRINITY COLLEGE

SATURDAY, MARCH 21     Handel’s Dublin     Rehearsal

After breakfast in the hotel dining room, embark on a locally guided walking tour of 
Händel's Dublin. The tour will introduce you to the sites connected with Händel's stay here 
and amazing first performance of his masterpiece, the Messiah, which took place in Dublin 
on April 13, 1742. 

This afternoon, rehearsal will be held for tomorrow's concert in St. Patrick's Cathedral. 
Choirs rehearse together and with the orchestra who will accompany the concert.

Dinner is arranged in a Dublin pub.

GLENDALOUGH, WICKLOW

CONCERT D
Traveler’s Resource Website
Featuring: Itinerary, maps, recommended books, movies, and more!

Online Payment System
 • Each traveler can make individual trip payments online with  
    a debit or credit card. 
 • Group leaders receive weekly automated reports with   
    traveler balances and due dates.  

Additional Materials
 • Customized handbook for each person traveling with your  
    choir, including a detailed program and travel information
 • Luggage tags
 • Travel adapters

LAND PACKAGE PRICE

Based on a minimum of 30 paying travelers in double occupancy:

4 star hotel Dublin central:           $1,546.00 per person

4 star hotel Dublin de-central:      $1,372.00 per person

Single supplement per person:     $415.00 central hotel /                   
                $310 de-central hotel

FLIGHTS

Please contact us for airfare quotes from your nearest airport.

ADDITIONAL DAYS ABROAD

If your choir is interested in staying in Ireland or elsewhere in   
Europe for additional days, please let us know.  We will be glad         
to offer an extension tour, with singing or without, according to 
your choir’s interests. 

LAND PACKAGE INCLUDES

Accommodations
4 nights in a 4 star hotel in Dublin or in Dublin suburbs.

Transportation
A private, modern, air conditioned motor coach with a 
professional driver is provided is provided for all transportation as 
described in the itinerary.

Meals
 • Breakfast each morning at the hotel
 • Welcome dinner served at the hotel                                                
 • Farewell dinner served at a Dublin pub or restaurant

Performance Opportunities
 • Friendship concert with other visiting and Irish choirs
 • Festival rehearsals with all participating choirs
 • Sunday worship service and singing at a local church
 • Massed performance for the Dublin Choral Festival

Guided Tours & Special Events
 • Guided tour of Dublin, including Trinity College and the  
    Book of Kells
 • Festival welcome reception in Dublin City Hall
 • Excursion to County Wicklow with visits to Powerscourt  
    and Glendalough
 • Guided walking tour of Händel's Dublin 

Tour Manager
A full-time Music Contact International tour manager to 
accompany your group during their entire stay, from                  
arrival to departure.

Complimentary Places
Two complimentary land packages for every 30 paying travelers in 
single rooms. LEARN MORE AT MUSIC-CONTACT.COM 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20    County Wicklow      Friendship Concert

Following breakfast in the hotel, travel south from Dublin into County Wicklow, the “Garden of 
Ireland.” This region features all the types of scenery that make Ireland so beautiful. 

Visit Powerscourt Gardens, a magnificent example of aristocratic gardens from the 19th century. The 
gardens have stunning features including the Triton pool with its 100-foot fountain; winged horses 
flanking a grotto; American, Italian and Japanese gardens; and the famous Bamberg Gates. 

Continue on to visit Glendalough, a 6th century monastic site. It was here that St. Kevin founded a 
monastery which grew to become a famous center of learning throughout Europe. 

Return to Dublin late this afternoon. Tonight, your choir will perform a friendship concert with other 
visiting and Irish choirs. The concert will be held at a beautiful venue such as St. Anne's Cathedral in the 
heart of the city. Enjoy singing for and getting to know one another through your shared love of music! 

DUBLIN, IRELAND

SUNDAY, MARCH 22    Dublin Choral Festival Church & Massed Sing

Enjoy breakfast before visiting a local church where your choir has been invited to sing for the 
worship service followed by time to meet and mingle with the welcoming congregation. Choirs who 
prefer not to go to church can spend their morning at leisure in Dublin.

In the afternoon, choirs gather at St. Patrick's Cathedral for another rehearsal in preparation for this 
evening's joint concert. 

Tonight, the Massed Performance for the Dublin International Choral Festival takes place in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral. Each choir performs an individual repertoire, followed by joining voices on two 
parts of Händel's Messiah accompanied by orchestra. 

MONDAY, MARCH 23     Depart or Extend Stay in Ireland

After breakfast, transfer to the Dublin Airport for your return flight home, or choose to 
extend your stay in Ireland with a customized extension. 

COMMONS HOUSE

CONCERTTOLL FREE 800-624-0166

7 T H  A N N U A L
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FESTIVAL EXTENSIONS A two-night extension to Galway or Killarney & Limerick will add an exciting element to                                                    
an already wonderful stay in Dublin

Two Nights in Killarney & Limerick

DAY ONE Depart for Killarney, stopping en route at Blarney 
Castle, one of Ireland’s oldest and most historic fortresses. Explore 
the castle’s spectacular grounds and kiss the famed Blarney Stone. 
After free time to shop for traditional Irish goods at Blarney 
Woolen Mills, continue to Killarney. An arrival dinner will be 
served in the hotel dining room.

DAY TWO  Following breakfast, enjoy a jaunting car ride 
through the stunning natural beauty of Killarney National Park. 
Next, take in the gorgeous coastal scenery of the Dingle 
Peninsula.Tonight, arrive in Limerick. Enjoy a festive farewell 
dinner including live music and entertainment at Bunratty 
Castle. 

or

Perform in some of Dublin's most historic and beautiful 
venues. Meet musicians from around the world and 
share your music together. Come and see for yourself 
why Ireland is known as one of the friendliest places 
on Earth!

The majestic St. Patrick's Cathedral, both the largest and 
tallest church in all of Ireland, is a fitting backdrop for an 
unforgettable musical experience at the Dublin International 
Choral Festival. Share your voices with choirs from Ireland; 
sing your own repertoire for each other, and join together to 
dazzle a local audience with Händel's Messiah. Urban and 
rural Ireland alike are steeped in history; you will tread in the 
footsteps of past generations as you admire the Book of Kells 
at Dublin's Trinity College and explore the walking trails in 
the monastic settlement of Glendalough. As you sing and 
take in the sights, you are sure to note the warmth and joy 
of the Irish people. Fáilte!
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